Dates for
your Diary
December 2018
Parish Council
Meeting
The next meeting will
take place on Monday
14th January 2019 in the
school hall at 7.30pm.

Longney & Epney
Parish Newsletter
December 2018
The last month of the year is upon us and Christmas is fast approaching!
The reality TV programmes are in full swing and heading for their
Christmas finales, the competition for the best, tear jerking retail advert is
well underway and of course the shops have been full of all that is
Christmassy for weeks now!
As the year comes to an end below is just a couple of reminders of the
wonderful events in the village this year with the highlight being the
Village Party back in May on that glorious day!

Christmas Day
Church Service
Parish Eucharist at
Longney Church 9.30am.
Evereyone welcome.

It was such a special day that brought the whole village together, an
opportunity to get to know neighbours and fellow villagers that you may
not get a chance to meet.
Harvest Festival was another great day,
so many lovely donations of produce, plants,
and cakes and what a spectacle of talent we
have in our villages with some outstanding
Scarecrows! Look at this pair, too beautiful
to be scary!
We’d like to say another………………

“BIG THANK YOU”
to all who have helped make these events
possible this year. We have some very
special people in our parishes that donate
their time and services to make these
things happen.
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Longney & Elmore Church Choir
Christmas Carol Sing-a-Long

SCOO-B-DOO
Scoo-B-Doo was established in
1982 by a small group of
grateful parents, doctors and
nurses. Today, the registered
charity is still run entirely by
volunteers and supports the
Neonatal Unit at
Gloucestershire Royal Hospital
in caring for sick and
premature babies from
Gloucestershire and beyond.
From day one, the charity has
been actively fundraising to
provide equipment and
essential items. Over 80% of
the equipment used on the
ward every day has been
funded by Scoo-B-Doo, helping
to ensure the babies are given
the best possible care. 100% of
every donation goes to help
the ward’s tiny patients and
their families.
The NHS does its part too of
course, providing us with a
building and paying for all of
the dedicated medical staff as
well as the life-saving drugs
used on the ward. But with the
NHS under constant financial
pressure, the money
Scoo-B-Doo raises is vital in
supporting the service and that
is critical to the survival of
these vulnerable patients.

The fabulous Longney and Elmore Church Choir are holding a charity
“Christmas Carol Sing-a-Long” at Elmore Village Hall in aid of……………

Thursday 20th December 2018
7.30pm at Elmore Village Hall
Tickets £5.00 in advance.
Call 01452 720401
Tickets are limited as there are only 60 seats. Carol books are available
on the tables and you can choose carols to all sing together. The choir
also sing some carols on their own. During the interval there will be
mulled wine or spiced apple refreshments and free mince pies are on
every table. Don’t miss out on a super evening to get you in the
Christmas spirit!
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Police Advice
Our local PCSO’s gave some advice at our last Parish Council meeting.
Now the clocks have changed and it gets darker at night earlier we
remind everyone to get timer switches so lights are on in the house if
you know you are going to get back late. We sell timer switches and TV
simulators at the station.

Dog Fouling

As it is getting nearer to Christmas please refrain from displaying
Christmas presents under the tree. Also when you are Christmas
shopping please try and prevent from storing Christmas presents in
your car. When you have unwrapped all of your presents please try and
take boxes of new gadgets to the recycling centre so burglars cannot
find out from your recycling bin what you've just had for Christmas. We
don't wish to put a doom and gloom over Christmas but just wanted to
give you a few handy tips to keep you safe over the Christmas period.

Stroud District Council Active for
Life Equipment Loan Scheme
Stroud District Council’s Health and Wellbeing Team have launched
their Active for Life Equipment Loan Scheme.

Please, please pick up
after your dog. It’s an
ongoing issue in the
village. We have several
professional dog walkers
using our area and dog
fouling is an increased
issue especially on the
paths out to and on the
river bank, also it has been
noted as an issue on the
school field. Please do not
leave bags of poo on the
footpaths take them
home, Stroud District
Council have confirmed it
is ok to put dog waste in
our household bins.

This sports equipment has been adapted and can be used to increase
mobility, coordination, mental health, wellbeing and increased social
activity. This might be particularly helpful in care settings or community
groups aimed at older people. All of the equipment can be used sitting
or standing and is easy to set up. If you would like more information on
loaning this equipment please follow the link below.
Equipment can be collected from Stroud District Council, Ebley Mill.
There is a selection of equipment packs available and more than one
can be hired at a time for a £20 returnable cheque deposit per
equipment pack. The maximum loan period is 8 weeks.
Provided with the equipment are rules and games ideas.
Our Equipment Packs:10 x Boccia Sets
12 x New Age Bowls Sets
12 x Scoring wedge
If you are interested in borrowing the equipment, Please follow the the
link below.
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/media/970597/active-for-life-equipmentloan-information-pack.pdf
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Church Services
Longney & Elmore
December 2018

Longney & Elmore Church
Christmas Services
Our Christmas celebrations are as follows:
Traditional Nine Lessons and Carols Service

Sunday 2nd December
2018 Advent Sunday
Parish Eucharist at
Elmore 9.30am
th

Sunday 9 December
2018 Advent 2

At Longney Church on Sunday December 16th at 6.30pm

Longney & Elmore Church Choir Carols Evening
At Elmore Village Hall on Thursday December 20th at 7.30pm

Midnight Mass will be at Elmore Church this year
On Christmas Eve, Monday December 24th, at 11.15pm

Christmas Day Service
Parish Eucharist at Longney at 9.30am

Parish Eucharist at
Longney 9.30am
Sung Evensong at
Elmore 4.00pm

The Twelve Days of Christmas…are the twelve days between Christmas Day
and the Epiphany on January 6th, which is when the three Wise Men supposedly
arrived on the scene.

Sunday 16th December
2018 Advent 3

Most people know of The Twelve Days of Christmas from the song of that name
which comes with an amazing assortment of people and animals.

Parish Eucharist at
Elmore 9.30am

There is a partridge in a pear tree, turtle doves, French hens, calling birds,
golden rings, geese a-laying, swans a-swimming, maids a-milking, ladies dancing,
Lords a-leaping, pipers piping and drummers drumming.

Nine Lessons and
Carol Service at
Longney 6.30pm
Sunday 23rd December
2018 Advent 4
Storyteller Eucharist at
Longney at 9.30am
Sung Evensong at Elmore
4.00pm

According to “A Celebration and History” by Leigh Grant, the written lyrics to
"The Twelve Days of Christmas" first appeared in "Mirth without Mischief"
in the early 1780s in England.
The tune to which these words are sung apparently dates back much further,
it came from France and was a type of memory game played by children.
A leader recited the first verse, the next child recited the second verse, and so on
until someone missed a verse and had to pay some kind of penalty in the game.
Contrary to some theories and urban myths, there was no religious significance.
December is the month of our preparation for the celebration of the Birth of Christ,
we well know that our Christmas celebrations are a real mixture of religious
and secular tradition with some having their origins way before
the Christian faith came to these shores.
If you are a believer in Jesus, don’t be sidetracked by the secular trappings of the
festival, they don’t give the true meaning of the season!
Offer your worship in Church at the Carol Service or the Midnight Mass,
be sure to focus on the heart of the celebration which is God’s love in Jesus,
as well as enjoying the other traditions which warm
the turn of the year.
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Fibre Broadband
Groundworks
As we are nearing the end of
the groundwork installation
for the fibre broadband if you
would like Councillor Graham
Wingrove to raise any final
issues regarding property
damage or other concerns
please email him on the link
below.

Newsletter & Website
Please spread the word about the parish newsletter and website.
If you know anybody that’s not receiving the newsletter please make
contact with Nikki at the following email address:clerk@longneyandepneyparish.co.uk you can then be added to the
mailing list. We would also welcome any contributions that you feel
may be of interest to the parish.
The website has frequent updates, but we would be happy
to include any information that you feel is important to share.
We would also love any old photos of the village to put in our
gallery of images!

cllr.g.wingrove@longneyandepneyparish.co.uk

Hempsted Household
Recycling Centre
Hempsted Household Recycling Centre will be getting a modern
‘squashing’ machine to offer Gloucester residents the same efficient
services as Pyke Quarry near Stroud. The centre will close from 3rd
December to 21st December 2018 for the upgrade. Currently, fixed
compactor skips are used to squash and compress waste before it is
transported for recycling, or disposal. This system is now old and
becoming unreliable, and this can cause delays to residents visiting the
site as well as making maintenance costly.
To solve this, and help the busy site run more smoothly for visitors,
Gloucestershire County Council is bringing in a mobile compactor.
Earlier this year Pyke Quarry HRC received this upgrade and the council
has invested more than £500,000 to modernise the two sites.
Mobile compactors are heavy plant vehicles with hydraulic attachments
that can squash the waste in the skips more tightly leaving fewer gaps
and making the best use of space. If a skip becomes full a mobile
compactor can easily move waste to other empty bins. Hempsted is a
very busy site, and these improvements will help make it quicker and
easier to recycle household waste in future. The Hempsted site is
planned to re-open on Saturday 22nd December with winter opening
hours, 10am and 4pm.
https://www.recycleforgloucestershire.com/news/autumnwinter2018/hempsted-temporary-closure-announced/
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Longney C of E Primary
Academy School News
Gloucester Lantern Procession

At the start of November Longney School pupils worked hard with the
artist Anita Andrews to create lanterns to carry in the Gloucester
Lantern Procession on 18th November. They used willow to make the
frames and then tissue paper to make the snowflake outline.
On Monday 12th November, the Mayor and Sheriff of Gloucester visited
the school to see the work on the lanterns. They were amazed at the
size of the Snow Queen! Steve Kitchen from BBC Radio Gloucestershire
came to interview some Year 5 and 6 pupils to find out more about the
procession, you can hear what they had to say by following the link
below. There are two interviews, the first at about 1.15 and the second
around 2.15 into the show.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06r12sq
http://www.longney.gloucs.sch.uk/website/news/334975

Sponsored Skip
The final total for the sponsored skip in
aid of Climbers Against Cancer was £650,
a fabulous total. It was also a super proud
moment to see Edward Mills win the
Pride of Britain - Good Morning Britain
Young Fundraiser of the Year Award.

7

We wish you a very
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year

